
SBA Small Business Certifications



SBA Government Contracting Assistance

To promote maximum participation by small, 

disadvantaged or woman-owned businesses in federal 

government contract awards and large prime subcontract 

awards.

ü Self Certifications

ü Women-Owned Small Business Contracting Program

ü 8(a) Business Development Program

ü HUBZone Program



Federal Contracting Certifications

Self Certifications:

üSmall Business (determined by NAICS Codes) - www.sba.gov/size

üWoman-Owned Small Business

üWoman-Owned Small Business Federal Contracting Program - www.sba.gov/wosb

üVeteran-Owned Small Business - www.vetbiz.gov

üService-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business

SBA Certifications:

ü8(a) Business Development

üHUBZone



Women-Owned Small Business 

Contracting Program

Created to help WOSBs compete for and win 

federal contracts.

ü 5%  Federal government goal

ü Contracting Officers may set aside contracts for WOSBs

ü Create and retain jobs for WOSBs



Women-Owned Small Business 

Contracting Program

Designations:

ü Women-Owned Small Business (WOSB)

- 92 NAICS Industry groups available

ü Economically Disadvantaged Women-

Owned Small Business (EDWOSB)

- 113 NAICS Industry groups available



WOSB Program Eligibility

ü The firm must be at least 51% owned and 

controlled by one  or more women;

ü The firm must be primarily managed by one or 

more women;

ü The women who own and control the firm must be 

U.S. citizens;

ü The firm must be small in its primary industry in 

accordance with SBAôs size standards for that 

industry



EDWOSB Program Eligibility

EDWOSBs have the same requirements as 

WOSBs PLUS the woman owner must have:

ü Personal net worth < $750,000

ü Adjusted gross income averaged over the last three 

years of < $350,000

ü Fair market value of assets of < $6 million



WOSB Program Certification

A firm may self certify or use an SBA-approved third 

party certifier.  Note there is no cost to self-certify .

ü Register in SAM and DSBS as a WOSB or EDWOSB

ü Compile and upload all required documents to the

repository at certify.sba.gov

ü For more information - www.sba.gov/wosb 







8(a) Program Overview

Created to help small disadvantaged businesses compete 

in the federal procurement market. 

ü Provide viable contracts, financial, technical and   

management assistance to promote their competitive 

growth.

ü The 8(a) Program is a ñBusiness Developmentò program

ïnot a  contracting program.  There are ñno guarantees 

of contracts.ò



8(a) Basic Requirements

The applicant firm:

ü Must be a small business

ü Be 51% owned and controlled by one or more socially 
and economically disadvantaged U.S. citizens

ü Demonstrate potential for success (the business applying 
for certification must be in business for at least 2 years)



8(a) Requirements Cont.

Who are presumed socially disadvantaged 
individuals?

ü Black Americans

ü Hispanic Americans

ü Native Americans (American Indians, Eskimos, Aleuts, and 
Native Hawaiians)

ü Asian Pacific Americans

Members of non-designated groups

ü An individual who is not a member of a designated group may 

establish social disadvantage by a contributing factor such as 

race, ethnic origin, gender or physical handicap.  



8(a) Requirements Cont.

Who are economically disadvantaged individuals?

ü Individuals whose ability to compete in free enterprise has been 

impaired due to diminished capital and credit opportunities.

Determining factors include the applicantôs:

ü Adjusted net worth < $250,000

ü Average three year income < $250,000

ü Market value of assets < $4 million

ü Overall financial condition



8(a) Program Application

ü Must be registered in SAM and DSBS

ü Submit on-line application with paper supporting 
documentation

ü You will have the opportunity to provide 
supplementary documentation

ü Application is at least 120 days

ü 9 year program

ü One-time eligibility

ü For more information - www.sba.gov/8abd





HUBZone Program

(Historically Underutilized Business Zone)

What is it?

ü Economic Development Program

ü Purpose is to create new jobs by awarding contracts 

to small businesses

ü Areas of high unemployment or low per capita 

income



Idaho HUBZone Counties

http://map.sba.gov/hubzone/maps/



Ada County HUBZone Census Tracts



HUBZone Program

Are you eligible?

ü Must be a small business

ü 51% owned and controlled by one or more U.S. citizens

ü Principal office must be located in a HUBZone

ü At least 35% of the companyôs employees must reside in 

a HUBZone



HUBZone Program

Contracting Benefits ï3% Goal:

ü Set-aside contracts 

ü Sole source

ü Price differential 

ü For more information - www.sba.gov/hubzone




